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Telescopes and astronamy A 400-Year retrospect and future prospects
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Abstract

The Yearpypog has been dechred the Intemationa] Year of Astonomy by the United Nat'pn§ tomark

theqqQ th annversary of the first observation of celestia] bod £s by means of a telescopg conducted by (Galileo Galr
lei In this Paper the auhor identifies fourm jlestones n the develoiment of € jescopes and relevant e chnojogies dur-
g the Pasty() Years hen discusses eachmilestone and its subsequent deve pbments The Paper Proceeds 10 de-
scripe the telescopes that have been canpPted n China aswe]] as those hat are heing develope] The author sup
ports the development of three new telescope Proects i China it he next decade The author offers a sunmary of

the achievements jn astronany over the Pastq(y) Years n ems of their close relationshiP to fundamenta] theories of

astronany and Physics For the fltur’e the author he ieves that datkmatter and datk energy espec ally dark energy

should be the most inportant field of research
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